Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg & Co-sponsored by 
Council Members Ferraro & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2015-615
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JOHN RUTHERFORD FOR HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS A THREE-TERM SHERIFF OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
law enforcement is a  fundamental component of any city; citizens and neighborhoods rely on law enforcement for a sense of security, particularly at times when headlines persistently report  spikes in crime; public safety is always  a concern uppermost in the minds of our citizens; and

WHEREAS,
under strong, innovative leadership, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office has amassed an impressive record in law enforcement, earning the confidence of citizens throughout the City of Jacksonville
; and
WHEREAS,
John Rutherford will long be remembered, recognized and appreciated as an outstanding, professional leader whose 40-year career in the ranks of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office culminated in twelve years at the helm of the department; and
WHEREAS,
born in September 1952, Sheriff Rutherford has lived in Jacksonville since he was four years old; he graduated from Florida  State University, the FBI National Academy and the FBI’s Executive Institute; and

WHEREAS,
Sheriff Rutherford embarked on his sojourn with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office as a uniformed patrolman and was subsequently promoted to sergeant; when he was promoted to lieutenant, he worked in the Patrol and Detective Divisions and was assigned as  Director of the Region Five Criminal Justice Training Center; and
WHEREAS,
for Sheriff Jim McMillan, John Rutherford produced a study on revolvers and semi-automatic pistols to determine the efficacy of those weapons; the study was distributed across the country and was largely responsible for many agencies transitioning to the Glock semi-automatic pistol; John Rutherford was subsequently promoted to the rank of Captain and would later serve for eight years under Sheriff Nat Glover as the first ever appointed Director of Corrections; and
WHEREAS,
John Rutherford was first elected Sheriff in 2003; in 2007, he was re-elected; the citizens of Jacksonville awarded John Rutherford with another mandate in his election to a third term in 2011; as Sheriff, he launched numerous widely recognized initiatives to reduce crime such as Operation Safe Streets, Cops Without Borders, Repeated Misdemeanor Offender legislation and the implementation of a nationally recognized public communications and crime analysis program; Sheriff Rutherford knew the citizens of Jacksonville and their neighborhoods; he engaged citizens in their homes and in walks in their neighborhood streets; by listening to citizens’ concerns, Sheriff Rutherford always had his finger on the pulse of communities, and citizens knew him; and
WHEREAS,
Sheriff John Rutherford was a dedicated public servant; through his philosophy of having the right officers with the right training and the right equipment, properly deployed and skillfully managed, in instilling in the Sheriff’s Office men and women of character and sound judgement, he left the department in excellent hands; we extend our gratitude for his leadership and service; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend John Rutherford for his outstanding, professional leadership of the Jacksonville’s Sheriff’s Office and wishes him continued successes and good health in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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